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Dear atom was written at the request of my good friends, the BACK Duo (Amirtha Kidambi and Cory Bracken). My sincerest thanks go out to them and to Cort 
Day for his continued willingness to let me set his fantastic texts.
 
 
Dear atom, dear pitch-point 
  
buzzing in my ear, pour out 
your tar-song to stain 
the abyss – ought not, ought not, 
 
ought not, ought not, ought not. Be pulse, 
be plume, be thick black blade awake 
in history, be just  
 
like this, be kill-zone deep, be this 
real, be all this realism 
clotting the ovaries, 
 
in the reeds and rushes.   
Be our father, his voice gone,  
washing up as visceral as lymph  
 
from a flatscreen, from a flat brown 
extraction-plane, be the staggering 
myth: feathers, shells, scales – 
 
whatever. The promise 
of the light-making corporation 
is dead, and the body we dreamed  
 
was drained – the vital body 
in its tar-shroud 
if-if-if-if awake would become 
 
a province of fire, and could wake, dear 
atom, buzzing in my ear 
could       wake 
 

 
Cort Day, 2010 
 

 
 
Performance Notes 
 The melodic line may be freely transposed in order to lie better in the singer’s voice. The pitch of the 
crotale should reflect the fundamental (C in the written score) or one whole step up. The suggestive 
notes in the score are part inside joke, part absurdism, part actual suggestion. 
 
Voice – 
 In general, Dear atom should be performed with a not-so-classical tone. At heart, I think the piece 
wants to be more of a pop song than an art song, and the vocal tone should reflect that. 
 
 
Percussion –  
 The percussion setup is designed to fit on top of a single snare drum and 
stand. Other arrangements can, of course, be used at the discretion of the 
percussionist. The arrangement used in the first performance is pictured here: 
 
Drum key- 
 

 
The drumsticks should be affixed with thin, threaded metal rods in order to obtain a rasping sound on 
the rim of the snare drum: 
 
 
Rasping is indicated by a mordent sign in contrast to the regular roll 
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